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If  you  want  to  build  a  house  for  a  farm  family  to  live  in  you  are  not 
likely  to  copy  a  city  apartment.    Not  quite  so  extreme,  hut  much  more  common 
s  the  case  of  a  farm  family  which  selects  from  a  magazine  a  house  plan  designed 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  city  living.    Naturally  they  get  a~dwe~liin-  tLt^t 
at  best  only  partially  suited  to  their  real  needs.  swelling  that  is 

If  you  don't  think  hundreds  of  farm  families  have  made  this  mistake  in 
originally  choosing  a  house  plan,  ask  Wallace  Ashby,  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Engineering,  what  has  been  going  on  in  farmhouse  buildin-  in  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century.  iag  in  tne 

"Too  many  farmhouses  now  standing  are  copies  of  city  houses  »  he  sav« 
Too  few  of  them  have  centered  around  the  work  that  must  be  done  in  a  farm 

h?wv  ?aCL Where  U  iS  d0nG'  1  mean'  the  kitchen,  the  wash  room  and 
the  back  porch.     Of  course  the  city  housewife  has  to  have  a  kitchen    too  but 

llT  fe/°°Sn,t  SPend  aS  raa^  h™™  a  *V  in  it  as  the  farmer^  llh  does 
in  hers.    Or  do  as  many  different  jobs  there. 

eat  thPifl^  ^rence  is  that  the  city  husbands  and  grown  sons  most  likely 
il Y   T  r      ^  fr°m  h°me*    The  farmel"s  wife  has  to  cook  a  big  mid-day 
ttinaer  for  the  hungry  men  who  have  been  up  since  daybreak.     There  may  also  L 

?     .tChen  t0  ^  StGpS*    At  30130  Seasons>  *°  kitchen  is  lho 
"sT  tin  £"a  fa"'?0  f"*  mdlen^ile  not  so  big  as  formerly,  perhaps 

K  ^-  real  Lit  I7       £Q  T°T\  .WUh  SUCh  "  kitchen'  a  fa™  hom*  «7 not 
.ave  anyrcal  need  for  a  separate  dining-room.     If  the  house  is  not  larie  the 

space  otherwise  taken  for  a  dining-room  may  be  used  for  a  bed-room. 

8far    "A  first-floor  bed-room,"  Mr.  Ashby  went  on,   '-is  a  great  convenience  in 

e l  ll^'    The  bW  m°ther  Can  l00k  after  the  cnildren  ff  tne£  X  there 

A  hourcl^-^0^  ^  °r  6VGn  SnatCh  a  bri0f  ^  for  ccLlon- 
i he      ^    cllmblng  unnecessary  stairs.     If  there  is  sickness  in  the  house 

a  t  a"    CtFoa!  IT**  and  StiU  ~  m0St  0f         h— w ork  without  too  gr  ^ 
sxraln,    Por  Slmilar  reasons  a  first_floor  batn_roon  is  aesirable      If  it 

K^rSSI  blt^o^Vt^1"-'  a  —  -  -  «  2* 

^  co^^TrTJ ihp\bath*r0r  ma?.a^S0  serve  for  a  washing-up  place  when  the 
-special ^ifce  to  IS  ff,    °*  ±f  "  iS  l0°ated  near  the  Dack  ^ntry. 

^  hroSh  V*  k£r£      f        ^  Taf  13  bett0r'  if  30  Pla0ed  that  mGn  do  noi 
*7  to  Ctrlor  table  "  ***  intorfore  getting  on  their 
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"Near  the  kitchen,  hut  pref erahly  not  in  it ,  the  farm  home  needs  a 
place  to  do  laundry  work.    Many  farm  homes  use  a  hack  porch  for  this  task  in 
mild  weather,    A  first-floor  wash-room  near  the  kitchen  is  prohahly  the  "best 
arrangement.    Basement  laundry  tubs  and  other  equipment  are  good  if  the  site 
has  sufficient  slope  to  provide  drainage  for  the  plumbing.     Canning  work  comes 
chiefly  in  summer-time,  and  the  hack  porch  is  a  good  place  to  do  it. 

"Outside  doors  and  porches  should  be  located  so  as  to  give  convenient 
entrance  to  the  farm  driveway  and  the  path  to  the  barn.     If  possible  they 
should  be  on  the  sheltered  side  of  the  house.     Again,  as  the  rural  housewife 
spends  so  much  time  in  her  kitchen,  the  outlook  should  be  pleasant.  She 
should  be  able  to  see  the  entrance  roadway,  the  farm  buildings,  and  have  a 
glimpse  of  the  highway. 

"Another  special  necessity  for  the  farm  home  is  a  small  office,  even 
if  it  is  only  a  desk  and  some  shelves  for  files  in  a  corner  of  the  kitchen  or 
some  .other  room.     Sometimes  the  end  of  a  hall  can  he  fitted  up  for  an  office. 
The  farm  business  and  the  farm  home  are  inseparably  allied,  and  when  well-run 
the  farmer  and  his  wife  keep  accurate  accounts.     They  know  what  part  of  the 
family  living  is  furnished  by  the  farm,  and  what  money  is  actually  coming  in 
from  selling  vegetables;   eggs,  and  other  products. 

"Speaking  of  the  locatipn  of  the  kitchen  with  respect  to  outlook,  I'd 
like  to  add  that  the  way  the  entire  house  faces  should  he  given  considerable 
thought.."'    I'm  still  quoting  Mr.  Ashhy,     "The  arrangement  of  a  house  intended 
to  be  built  on  the  south  or*  west  side  of  a  highway  may  have  to  he  reversed  if 
the  house  is  built  on  th^north  or  east.     The  plan  should  be  selected  to  fit 
the  contour  of  the  land/  the  background  against  which  the  house  is  set.  For 
economy,  the  materials  of  which  the  house  is  built  should  he  easily  obtained 
in  the  lo cality. " 

Mr.  Ashby  mentioned  the  "growing  house"  as  especially  good  for  a  young 
farm  couple  just  starting  to  build.     I've  talked  about  these  "growing  houses" 
before,  hut  in  case  some  of  you  did  not  listen  in  at  the  time,  I'll  repeat  that 
the  farmhouse  architects  think  it  is  perfectly  possible  to  begin  with  a  two-to- 
four  room  unit.     Future  additions  are  planned  at  the  same  time  as  the  original 
house,  so  they  will  harmonize  with  its  style,  and  so  that  very  little  tearing 
out  of  partitions,  windows,  or  doors  will  be  necessary  when  the  time  comes 
to  make  the  additions.     I  believe  there  are  plenty  of  copies  of  Farmers'  Bulle- 
tin I738-F  on  hand,  and  in  it  there  are  15  different  plans  for  growing  houses. 
"Farmhouse  Plans"  is  the  name  of  the  "bulletin,  which  can  be  ohtained  by  writing 
to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

I've  only  time  to  mention  two  other  points  Mr.  Ashhy  made.     One  is  the 
need  in  the  farm  home  for  plenty  of  storage  places.     That  includes  bed-room 
and  wrap  closets,  of  course,  hut  particularly  space  for  kitchen  supplies  and 
fresh  and  canned  fruits  and  vegetahles.     The  other  suggestion  is  that  the  size 
and  kind  of  furniture  that  will  go  in  each  room  will  determine  the  placing  of 
doors  and  windows.     How  often  it  happens  that  a  window  which  divides  the  exter- 
ior wall  of  a  house  neatly,  interferes  with  the  placing  of  a  bed  or  sideboard] 
In  other  words,  the  house  should  he  designed  from  the  inside  out,  and  the 
exterior  balance  and  appearance  worked  out  after  the  uses  of  the  interior 
spaces  have  heen  determined. 
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